KAI LUNG'S GOLDEN HOURS

important-looking building on the right is that
erected by this person's venerated father. Its
prosperity is indicated by the luxurious profusion
of the fruit-tree overhanging it. Pressed some-
what to the back, but of dignified proportion, are
the outer buildings of those who labour among
the clay."

" In a state of actuality, they are of measurably
less dignified dimensions," suggested Wei Chang.

"The objection is inept," replied Fa Fai, "The
buildings in question undoubtedly exist at the
indicated position. If, therefore, the actuality is
to be maintained, it is necessary either to raise
their stature or to cut down the trees obscuring
them. To this gentle-minded person the former-
alternative seemed the less drastic. As, however,
it is regarded in a spirit of no-satisfaction-----"

" Proceed, incomparable one, proceed," implored
Wei Chang. "It was but a breath of thought,
arising from a recollection of the many times
that this incapable person has struck his un-
worthy head against the roof-beams of those nobly-
proportioned buildings."

"The three stunted individuals crossing the
bridge in undignified attitudes are the debased
Fang and two of his mercenary accomplices. They
are, as usual, bending their footsteps in the direc-
tion of the hospitality of a house that announces
its purpose beneath the sign of a spreading bush.
They are positioned as crossing the river to a set
purpose, and the bridge is devoid of a rail in the
hope that on their return they may all fall into the
torrent in a helpless condition and be drowned,
to the satisfaction of the beholders."

" It would be a fitting conclusion to their ill-spent
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